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treated his adversaries as scandalously misrepresenting
him when they charged him with threatening any
inquiry into that transaction.    I should suppose that
Pitt apprehended, after the satisfaction   the  Prince
had given relative to Mr. Fox, that an opposition to
his relief would be either ineffectual or so unpopular
that he did not choose to risk the loss of so capital a
question, and perhaps was not very willing to irri-
tate the future king past redemption.   I consider the
turn of this business as fortunate for the Prince, be-
cause I find there was a strong disinclination to the
business in many persons of the greatest weight among
his friends, or those at least lately accounted so.    The
Duke of Portland, in particular, had strongly  dis-
suaded the Prince from bringing it on, principally on
the knowledge he had of the very general dislike to it
amongst the principal men in the party, but also, I
believe, from a disapprobation of the measure in his
own mind.    Fox had been of the same opinion, and
the Prince had determined of his own head, or on the
advice of nobody knows who, to force it on contrary to
the sentiments and wishes of his principal friends.    I
am sorry to find that there had been rather an angry
conference between the Prince and the Duke of Portknd
on the subject, and that the Prince considers the Duke
as no longer on terms of friendship with him.   I under-
stand that he accuses the Duke of canvassing members
of Parliament against him on this occasion; which I
believe is absolutely false, for not only I never heard a
syllable on the subject one way or the other from him
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